THE  WORLD  SOUL
too, is required daily, and must be earned and achieved just like material bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us.
Were a prayer really a petition addressed to a higher Power and which we want granted, should we say this ? Should we not say simply, " Forgive us our trespasses/' without giving ourselves away by the proviso ? What could be more certain than that ? If ever there was a proof that the true prayer is a thought, a recalling of a true law, and not a petition for a breach of law, it is here.
Lead us not into temptation^ but deliver us from evil.
Do you really suppose that Jesus meant by this that the World Father leads us into temptation in order to cause our ruin, and must be petitioned not to do so ? We have a part of the Father in ourselves, and it is our duty to increase that so as to guide our steps. Remember that we are guided not by a star, or a kindly light without, but by the Inward Light within the heart, which is that light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. That sentence is for ourselves. We are to so increase our wisdom that we do not fall into temptation, but are able to deliver ourselves from evil.
What, then, is the Lord's Prayer ? A petition to some outside power for help ? Not so. It is directed to that portion of the World Soul within us. It is